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Xj runne one way,and yet they flowed 






4 {1 ¥..9] from one head. The fentences o 
Ty WN the Scripture flow all from one 
fay ooo) head, from the holy Ghoft, and yet 
they feem to prefent divers fenfes,and to admit 


divers interpretations: in fuch an appearance doth 
the text differ from that which I handled in the 
morning. Andas heretofore I found it an ufuall 
and acceptable labour , to employ our evening 
excrcifes ‘upon the vindicating of fuch places of 
Scripture, as our adverfaries of the Romane 
Church had detorted in fome points of contro- 
verfie between them and us, and reftoring thofe 
places to their true fenfe(which courfe I held con- 
{tantly for one whole yeare) fo I think it an ufuall 
and acceptable labour now, to employ for a time 
thefe evening exercifes, to reconcile fome fuch 
places of Scripture as may at firft fight feem to 
differ one fromanother. In the morning we faw 
: Y 





howl 
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how Chrift judged all; now we are to fee how he 
judgeth none, J judge no man. | 
To come then tothefe prefent words, here we 
have the fame perfon Chrift Jefuss and hath he 
not the fame office ¢ is not he Judge ¢ ccrtainly 
though he retain all his other offices, though he 
be the Redeemér,and hath fhed bloud, in value 
facisfactorie for all our finnes; though he be our 
Advocate and plead for us in heaven, and prefent 
our evidence to that-kingdome , written in his 
bloud, fealed in his wounds: yet if he be not our 
Judge, we cannot ftand in judgement.. Shall he be 
our Judge, and is he not our Judge yete long be- 
| fore we were, he was our Judge, at the feparation 
I of the cleat and reprobate in Gods eternall de- 
| cree: was he our Judge then, and is he not ftille | 
ftill he is prefent in his Church, and cleares us in | 
all {cruples, rectifies usin all errours, ere@sus in 
all dejections of {pirit, pronounces peace and re- 
conciliation in all apprehenfions of his judge- 
‘ments, by his word,by his facraments: was he,and | 
Jobrg.25. #8 he, and fhall he not be our Judge ftille 7 am. 
fure my Redemer liveth, and he {ball ftand at the laff | 
day on the earth; fothat Chrift Jefus is the fame to 
| day,and yefterday, and for ever, before the world’ 
: | began, and world without end; ffeut erat in princi- 
pio, as he was in the beginning, he is, and fhall be 
ever our Judge. 
' Sothatthen thefe words are not de tempure, but 
de modo: there was never any time when Chritt | 
was not Judge; but there were fome manner al 
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judgements, which Chrift did never exercife, 
{Aad Chrift had no commiffion which he did not 
execute, for he did all his Fathers will. Firft, zz 
fecularibus, incivil and criminal bufineffes , which 
bclong meerly to the judicature and cognifance 
of the world, Jadscat neminem, Chrift judges no 
man. Secondly, Secuzdum carnem, fo as they to 
whom Chrift fpoke this, who judged (.as himf{elf 
fayes here) according to flcthly affections, Judscat 
neminem, We judges no man. And thirdly, .4d 
| caternecionem, fo as that upon that judgement a 
man fhould defpair of any reconciliation, any re- 
dintegration with God agcin,and be without hope 
of pardon or remiffion of fianes in this world, Ju 
dicat neminem, He judges no man. Firft, Chrift 
ufurps upon no mans jurifdictions ; that were 
againft juftice. Secondly , he imputes no falfe 
things to any man; that were againft charitic. 
Thirdly, Chrift induces no man to defperation; 
that were againft faith: and againft juftice, againft 
charitic, againtt faith, Pudicat neminem, 

Firft then, Chrift judges not in fecular judge- 
ments, and we note his abfence therein, firft in 
civil matters. When one of the companie faid 
unto him, Majfer, 6.4 my brother divide the inheri- 
tance wth me, (as. dugufiine {zyes) the partie 
thought his caufe to be jult,and he thought Chrift 
to bea competent Judge in the caufe; yer Chrift 
declines the judgements, difavows the authoritie, 
and he anfiwers, Homo, quis me conflituit jud:cens? 
Man, who made mea judce between you two? That 
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generall which we had in the morning, Omneju- 
dicium, The Sonne hathall judgement, here is an 
exception of the fame Judges making: for in fe- 
cular judgement Nemo ee He had no com- 
miffion; and therefore Fudicat neminem, He judges 
no man: he forbore in civil , he forbore in crimi- 
nall matters too. For when the woman taken in 
adulterie was brought before him, he condemned 
her not: he undertook no office of a Judge, but of 
a fweetand fpirituall counfellour, Go and finne no 
more. for this was his clement, his tribunall. 
When then Chrift fayes of himfelf with fuch a 
pregnant negative, Quis me conffitust judicem? may 
not we fay fo ron , to his pretended Vicar.the 
Bithop of Rome? Qus te? Who made youa judge 
of kings, and that you fhould depofe them incri- 
minall caufes ? or who made you proprietour of 
kingdomes, that you fhould difpofe of them as 
of civil inheritance? whento countenance fuch a 
pretence, they detort places of Scripture not one- 
ly perverfly, but fenfeletly, blafphemoufly , and 
I ridiculoufly (as ridiculoufly as in their pafquils) 
when in anundifercet fhamelefnefle, to make their 
power greater then it is, they make their fault 
greater then it is too, and fll their hiftories with 
kings depofed by Popes,which in truth were not 
depofed by them (forin that they are more inno- 
cent then they confeffe themfelves ) when fome 
lof theirauthours fay that the Primitive Church 
abftained from depofing of the Empcrours, onely 
becaufe fhe was not ftrong cnough to do it; when 
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fome of them fay that all the Chriftian kingdomes | 
of the earth may fall into the Church of Rome 
by faults in thofe princes; when fome of them fay 
that de facto the Pope hath alreadie a good title to 
every Chriftian kingdome; when fome of them 
fay the world will never be well governed till 
the Pope himfelf puts himfelf in poffeffion of all 
all which feverall propofitions are in feverall 
authours of good reputation amongft them ) will 
he not endure Chrifts own queftion, Qué te con- 
fitnit? Who made youa judge of all this? ifthey 1. 
fay Chrift did, did he it in hisdogtrine? iris hard 
| to pretend that: for fuchan inftitutionas that muft 
have very cleare, very pregnant words tq_carric 
it. Did he doit by his example and practifer we 
fee he ab{tained in civil , he abftained incriminall 
caufes. When they come to their laft fhift, that 
Chrift did exercife judiciarie authoritie, whenhe |.’ 
whipcimerchants out of the temple, when he cur- 
\ fed the fig-tree,and damnified the owner thereof, 
whenhe deftroyed the herd of {wine (for there, 
fay they,the devil was but the executioner, Chrift 
was the Judge) to all thefe and fuch as theie, it is 
enough to fay all thefe were miraculous and not 
ordinarie:and though it might feemhalfa miracle, | 
how that Bifhops fhould exercife fo much autho-{ 
ritieas he hath done, over the world; yer when 
we look nearer; and {ee his means that he hath 
doneall this by,by maffacres, & that of millions, |} 
by withdrawing fubjects from their allegeance,by 
aflaffinating and murdering of princes; when we | 
ys know} 
(CER Peeper yemceneetrreremmeceremeceeresmnmreetena tenement TC et 





6 
| know that miracles are without means, and we fee 
the means of his proceedings, the miracle ceafeth: ' 
howfoever that Bifhop,as Chrifts Vicar, can claim 
no other power then was ordinarie in Chrift, and 
fo exercifed by Chrift; and fo 7udicat neminem, 
In fecular judgement Chrift judges no man; and , 
therefore that Bifhop, as his Vicar, fhould nor. 
Part. Secondly, Chrift judges no manby calumnic, 
by imputing or laying talfe afperfions upon him, | 
nor true things extrajudicially: for that is a degree 
of calumnic,and flander, and detraction, fo large a 
ficld, as that we may fight out the laft drop of our 
bloud, preach out the laft gafp of our breath, be- 
fore we overcome it. Thofe to whom Chrift 
{poke here, were fuch as gave perverfe judge- | 
ments, and calumniated the cenfures upon him; 
and fo he judges no man: we need not infift upon 
that, for it is manifefte verum: but that we may 
fee our danger and our dutie , what calumnic is, 
and fee how to avoid it a¢tively, and how to bear 
it pafively, I muft by your leave ftop a little up- 
on it. 

When we would prefent to you that montfter, 
flander and calumnie, though it be hard to bring 
it within any compaffe of a divifion, yet to take 
the Jargeneff¢ of the School, and fay that every 
calumnie is either dircét or indireét , that will 
comprehend all; and then a d.rect calumnie will 
have three branches; Eicher to lay a filfe and un- 
juft imputation;Or elfe to aggravate a juft impura- 
tion with unneceffarie, but heavie circumftancess 

‘Or 
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Or thirdly,to reveal a faule which in ic felf was: 
fecret,and Iby no dutie bound to difcover it. And 
then the indirect caluinnie will have three branch- 
es too; Either to deny expreffely fome good that 
isin another;Or to finother it in filence,when my 
teftimonie were due to him, and might advantage 
him; Or laftly,to diminifh his good parts, and fay 
they are well, but not fuch as the world cfteems 
them to be, Collec them again (for that is all 
we are able to do)that he is a dire@ calumniatour, 
that imputes a falfe crime, that aggravateth a truc 
crime, that difcovers any crime extrajudicially; 


That he is an indireét calumniatour, that denies 
another mans fufficiencies,that conceals chem ,that 


diminifhes them. Take infome of S. Bernards ex- 
amples of thefe rules, thar it is a calumnie to fay, 
Doleo vehementer, Lam forie at the heart for fuch 
a man, becaufe F love him, but I would never 
draw him from fuch and fuch vice; or to fay, Per 
me nungquam innotwiffet, | fhould never have {poken 
of it; yct fince allthe world talks of it, the truth 
maft not be difguifed; and fo take occafion to dif- 
cover a fault which no bodie knew before, and 
thereby, as the fame Father fayes, Cum gravamine 
ce tarditate aggredi maledictionems ,to Cut a mans 
throat gravely and foberly, and fo much the more 
erfwafively, becaufe he {eems and pretends to do 
it all againft his will. This being the rule, and 
this being the example, who amongft us is free 
from the paffive calumnic ? whom amongft us 
hath not fome other man calumniated? nay, who 
is 
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is free from the active part? which of us hath not 
in fome of thefe degrees calumniated fome 

other? 5 ae 
But thofe of whom Chrift makes this exception 
here, that he judges no man as they judge, were 
fuch calumniatours as David {peaks of, Sedens 
adverfus fratrem tuuin loguebaris, Thou [ateft and 
{pakeft againft thy neighbour: as ou ede notes 
upon that place, Now tranfitorit, now furreptionis 
pafsione, fed quafi ad hoc vacans; Not by chance 
and unawares, not in paffion, becaufe he had of- 
fended thee ; not for companie, becaufe thou 
wouldft be of their mindes, but as though thy 
profeffion would bear thee out in it, to leave the 
caufe, and lay an afperfion upon the perfon, fo 
thou art a calumniatour. They eat up my people like 
bread, as David fayes in Gads perfon: and upon 
thofe words of the fame Prophet, fayes the fame 
Father, De ceteris, When we eat of any thing elfe, 
we tafte of this difh, and we tafte of that. Nox 
femper hoc olus, fayes he; We do not alwayes eat 
of one fallet, one meat, one kinde of fruit; fed 
femper pete 3 whatfoever we eat elfe, we eat 
bread: howfoever they employed their thoughts 
or their wits otherwife, it was ever one exercife 
of them to calumniate Chrift Jefus. And in that 
kinde of calumnic, which is the bittcreft of all, 
they abounded moft, which is,in {corn and derift- 
on. David and Job, who were flander-proof in 
a good meafure, yet every where complain paffi- 
onately , that they were made a fcorn, that the 
Wits 
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wits made.libels, that drunkards fung fongs, that 

fools. and children of fools derided them: and]. 
when Saal was in his laft, but worft agonic, and 

had abandoned himfelf to a prefent death , and 

prayed his armour-bearer to kill him, it was not 
becaufe the uncircumcifed fhould not kill him, for 

he defired death, and he had their deadly arrows 
alreadic in his bofome; but it was (as it is expref- 

fed there) left the uncircumcifed fhould comeand 

abufe him;he was afraid of {corn, when he had but 

a few minutes of life. Since then Chrift judgeth 

no man,as they did, Secundum carnem, neither Se- 

cundum carnem ejus, according to the outward 
appearance ( for they thought no better of Chrift 

then he feemed to be( as fome Fathers take that 
phrafe) Nec fecundum carnem (uam,nor according to 

his own ficthly paffions, as fome others take it; 

judge not you neither. Firlt, Pudge not that ye.be| Maury, 
not judged, that is, (as Ambrofe interprets it well 
enough) Nolite judicare de judtciis Det, When you 

fee Gods judgements fall upon a man,do not you 

judge that that man finned more then you; When 

you fee another man born blinde,do not you think 

that he or his father had finned, and that you are 

oncly derived from a pure generation ; efpecially : 
Non maledicas furdo, Speak not evil of the deaf that} Levag.rg. 
heares not, that is, as Gregorie interprets it (if not : 
literally, yet appliably and ufefully) Calumniate 

not him whois abfent,and cannot defend him{elf. 

Itis the devils office tobe Accufator fratrum: and 


though God do not fay in the Law, Non erit, ae 
Z : 
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he fayes, Non erts criminator ; It is not plainly, 

There fhall be no informer : for as we difpute, and 

for the moft part affirm in the School,that though 

we could, we may deftroy no entire fpecies of 

the creatures which God made at firft, though it 

were a tiger Or a viper, becaufe this were to take 

one link of Gods chain out of the world; fo fuch 
vermin as informers, may not for fome good ufe 

that is of them be taken away : though it be not, 

Non crit , There fhall be none; yct it is at leat by 

way of good counfel to thee, Nox cris, Thou fhult 

notbe the man, thou fhale not be the informer: 

and for refifting thofe that are, we are bound, not 

onely not co burn our neighbours houfe, but to 

help him, if cafually his houfe fall on fire: we are 
bound , where we have authoritie,to ftop the 
mouthes of other calumniatours; where we have 

Pro, 33.13. no authoritie, yer ( fince asthe north winde driveth 
| away rain, fo an angri€ countenance driveth away 4 
backbiting tongue) at leaft to deal fo witha libeller, 
with a calumniatour: for he that looks pleafantly, | 

and hearkens willingly to.one libell, makes an- 

other, occafions a fecond. Alwayes remember 
Davids cafe, when he thought he had been giving: 
judgement againft another, he was more fevere, 

morc heavie then the law admiteed:the Law was, 

. that he that had ftolen the fheep, fhould reftore 
Samere.s.| fourcfold; And Davids anger was kindled, fayes the 
text, and he fivore, As the Lord liveth, that man 

fhall reftore fourefold : Et filius mortis, and he thall 
furely dic. 0 judisis effluentens juftitiam! O fapera- 

, bundant: 
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bundant and overflowing juftice, when we judge 
another in paffion! But this is pudsciui fecundum 
carne, according to which Chrift judgeth no man: 
for Chrift is Love, and that non cocitat malum, 
Love thinks no evil any way; the charitable man 
neither meditates evil againit another,nor beleeves 
eafily any evil to be in another, though it be told 
him. 

Laftly, Chrift judgeth no man Adinternecionem, 
he judges no man fo in this world, as togive a fi- 
nall condemnation upcn him here; there is no er- 
rour in any of his judgements, but there is an 
appeal from all his judgements in this world, 
there is a verdi& againft every man; every man 
may finde his cafe recorded, and his finne con- 
demned in the Law; and inthe Prophets there is 
a verdict, but before judgement God would have 
every man faved by his book, by the apprehenfi- 
onand application of the gracious promifes of the 
Gofpel to his cafe, and his confcience, Chrift 
judgcth no man fo as that he fhould fee.no remedie 
but tocurfe Godand die, nor fo as that he fhould 
fay his finne were greater then God could forgive: 
For God fent not his Sonne into the world to condemne 
the world, but that the world through him might be 
faved, 

Do not then give malicious evidence againft 
thy felf,do not weaken the merit, nor leffen the 
value of the bloud of thy Saviour, as though thy 
finne were greater then itis. Doth God defire 


thy bloud now,when he hath abundantly fatisfied 
| Le 
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‘ 


his juftice with the bloud of his Sonne for thee?’ 
what haft thoudone¢ haft thou come hypocriti- 
cally to this place, upon collaterall reafons, and. 
not upon the-direct fervice of God, not for love 
of information or reformation of thy (elf? if that 
be thy cafe, yet,Jfa man will heare my word, {ayes }. 
Chrift, and beleeve it nor, I judge him not, he 
hathone that judgeth him; and who is that The 
word that 1 have fpoken, the fame fhall judge him: 
it fhall, but when? Jt fhall judge him, fayes Chrift, |. 
at the laft day: for till the lait day, the day of his 
death, no man is paft recoverie, no mans falvation 
is impoffible. Haft thou gone further then this? 
haft thou committed {cruples of diffidence and 
diftruft of Gods mercie, and fo tafted of the Ices 
of defperation? Itis truce, Perpetrare flagitium, eft 
mors anime; [ed de(perare, eft de(cen[us ad infeross In 
every finne thy foul dies, but in de{peration it de(cends 
att,26.18 into Acll: But yct, Porte inferi non prevalebunt, The | 
| gates of hell hall not prevail againft thee. Amift thy 
i{elf, argue thine own cafe; defperation it {elf 
‘may be without infidelitie, defperation as well 
as hope is rooted in the defire of happineffe. 
Defpesation proceeds out of a fear of God, and 
horrour of finne: defperation may confift with 
faith thus farre, that a man may have a trucand 
faithfull opinion in the generall, that there ts re- 
| miffion of finnes to be had inthe Church, and yet 
| have acorrupt imagination in the particular, that 
to him in this finfull eftace: that he is in, this remif- 
| fion: of finnes: fhall not be applied ; fo that the 
5k Sila —— refolu-. 
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refolution of the School is good, Defperatio pote/t 
effe ex folo exceffu boni , Defperation may proceed 
out of excelfe of that which is good in it elf, from 
any exceflive over-fearing of Gods juftice, from 
an exceflive over-hating thine own finnes. Et vir- 
tutequis male utitur? can any man make fo ill ufe 
of fo great vertues as the fear of God and hatred 
of finne? yes, they may: fo forward a weed is 
finne, as that it can {pring out of any root: and 
therefore if it have done fo in thee,and thou there- 
by haft made thy. cafe the harder, yet know ftill,, 
that Objectum (pei eft arduum cy pofibile, The true 
object of hope is that which is hard to come by, 
yet poffible to come by.. And therefore as David 
faid, By my God have I leapt over the wall,fo by thy 
Godthou muft break through the wall, through 
this wall of obduration which thou thy felf hat 
begun to build about thy felf. Feather thy wings 
again, which even the flames of hell have touched 
in thefe beginnings of def{peration; feather them. 
again with this text, Neminem judicat, Chrift 
judgeth no man {o asa defperate man judges him- 
felf: donot make thy felf beleeve that thou haft 
finned againft the holy. Ghoft, for this is the nea- 
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reft ftep thou. haft made unro it, to-think that} 


thou hait done it: walkin that field, in the Scri-:! 
pturcs of God, and from the firft flower at the.) 
entrance, the flower of Paradife, Semen mulieris, |. 


the generall promife that rhe feed of the woman 


thould bruile the ferpents head, to the laft.word | 


of that Mefitas upon the croffe; Confummatum eft, 


3 that! 
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that all that was promifed for us,is now perform- 
ed;and from the firft to the laft thou fhalt finde 
the favour of life inall thofe flowers: walk over the 
fame alley again, and confiier the firftt man Adam 
in the beginning , who involved thee in originall 
finne, and the thiefupon the crofie, who had con- | 
tinued in actuall finnes all his life, and fealed all 
with the finne of reviling Chrift himfelf, and a! 
little before his expiration, and yet recovered 
Paradife that day; and fee if thou canft make any 
fhift to exclude thy felf. Receive the fragrancie 
of all thefe cordialls, Vivit Dominus, As the Lord 
liveth, Iwould not the death of a finners Quando- 
cungue, At what time foever a finner repenteth, and 
of this text , Newminems judicat, Chrift judgeth no 
man to deftruction here; and if thou finde after all 
thefe antidotes a fufpicious aire,a fufpicious work- 
ing in that Jwspofstbile eff , that it is impofible for 
them who were once enlightened, if they fall away, to 
renew them again by repentance; {prinkle upon that 
wormwood of inp eft ,that Manna of Quo- 
rum vemiferitis, Whofe finnes ye remit, they are re- 
mitted; and thenit will have another tafte of thee, 
and then thou wilt fee that that impoffibilitic 
lies onely upon them who are utterly fallen away 
into an abfolute apoftafie and infidelitie that make 
amock of Chrift, and crucifie him again,as it is 
exprefied there; who undervalue and defpite the 
Church of God, and thofe means which Chrift 
Jefus hath infticuted in his Church for renewing 
of fuch as are fallen. To fuch it is impoffible, 
becaufe 
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becaufe there are no other ordinarie means. pof.| 
fible: but that is not thy cafe, thy. cafe is onely a 
doube that thofe means that are fhall not be appli- 
edtothee. And even that is a flipperie ftate, to | 
doubt ofthe mercie of God to thee in particular: 
this goes fo neare making thy finne greater then 
Gods mercie, as that it makes thy finne greater 
then dayly adulteries, dayly murders, dayly blaf- 
pheming, dayly profaning of the fabbath could: 
havedone. And though thou canft never make 
that true in this life, that thy finnes are greater 
then God can forgive; yet this is a way to make 
them greater then God will forgive. 

Now to collect both our exercifes, and to con- 
je& both texts, Chriftjudgeth allmen, and Chrift 
judgeth no man; he claims all judgement, and he 
difavows all judgement; & they confift well toge- 
ther.. He was at our creation, but that was not his 
firft {cene. The Arians though they fay, Erat quando 
non erat, There was a time when Chrift was not, 
(intimating that he had a beginning, and therefore | 
was acreature) yet they will allow: that he was 
created before the generall creation, and fo affifted | 
at ours. But he was infinite generations before that, 
in the bofome of his Father, at our election; and 
there in him was executed the firft Judgement of 
feparating thofe which were his, the elect. from 
the reprobate: And then he knows who are his 
by that firft judgement,and fo comes to his fecond 
judgement, to feal all thofe inthe vifible Church 
with the outward mark.of his Baptifme, and the 
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-/) gaward mark of his Spirit! And-thofe whom:he| * 
| calls fo, he juttifies, fangtifies, and brings themto| 

| this third judgement, to an eftablifhed and perpe- |’ 
. {-tuall glory;and To all judgement is his. Burthen 
| to judge out of humane affections and paffions, by 
~~ | detraction and.calumnie, as they did to whom ‘he 
{pake at.this time, fo he judgeth no man,fo he de- | 

. :| nieth judgement.To ufurp upon this jurifdiction of 

others, or to exercife any other judgement then 
was in his commiffion , as his pretended Vicar 
does, fo he-judges no man, fo he difavows all 
judgement:to.judge fo as that cur condemnation 
may be irremediable in this life, ‘fo he judgeth no 
man, fo he forf{weares all judgement. As 1/:ve, faith |. 

the Lord of hofts, and, 4s J have died, faith the 
Lord Jefus, I judge none. Acknowledge his firft 
-judgement,thy election in him, cherifh his fecond 
judgement, thy juftification by him; breathe and] : 
pant after the third judgement, thy crown of] . 
| glorie for him:intend not upon the right of other 
men, which is the firft; defame not, calumniate 
not other men, which is the fecond; lay not the 
name of reprobate in this life uponany man,which 
- | is the third judgement that Chrift difavows here; 
and then thou fhalt have well underftood and well. 
practifed both thefe texts, The Father hath comsmit- 

| ted all judgement to the Sonne ,and yet The Sonne 
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